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Azores

Azore s: Th e  At la n t ic  ce n t ra lit y o f Eu rop e

• Econ om ic  Exc lu sive  Zon e  o f ~ 960 Km 2 (~ 17% o f EU EEZ) 

• ~ 237K in h a b it a n t s  a c ro ss  9  is la n d s

• An n u a l GDP  o f ~ 5.0 0 0 M€

• Ma in  e con om ic  se c t o rs : Ag ricu lt u re , fish e ry, a n d  t ou rism



“Azores, the Atlantic hub for space”



De ve lop m e n t  o f t h e
d ow n st re a m  se cto r -
a p p lica t ion s b a se d  on
sp a ce  d a t a .

In st a lla t ion  o f t e st  sit e s
fo r sp a ce  t e ch n o log ie s
a n d  in t e g ra t ion  o f in -sit u  
n e tw orks.

P rom ot ion  o f a cce ss,
a n d  re tu rn from  sp a ce .

Fost e rin g  re se a rch ,
d e ve lop m e n t , a n d
in n ova t ion in  sp a ce .

Disse m in a t ion , e d u ca t ion , 
a n d  sc ie n t ific  cu ltu re fo r 
sp a ce .

Azo re s  St ra t e g y fo r Sp a c e

P rio rit y Are a s
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Sete Cidades (São Miguel, Azores) ©ESA, DEIMOS Imaging

EO a p p lica t ion  se c t o rs

Se a  & Fish e ry

Re n e w a b le  En e rg y

Ag ricu lt u re  a n d  Fo re st ry

Su st a in a b le  To u rism

Risk m a n a g e m e n t



EO in  t h e  Azo re s  - e xa m p le s

How Pre-Commercial Procurement Can Boost 
Innovation in Earth Observation 

Applications?

SATOCEAN Se rvice s
• Ma rin e  e n viron m e n t a l s t a t u s  in  h o t  sp o t s
• De t e c t ion  o f fish  fa rm s t h re a t s .
• De t e c t ion  o f ve sse ls  a n d  ice b e rg s in  Arc t ic  a re a s

SATSURVEILLANCE Se rvice s
• Un u su a l/Irre g u la r a c t ivit y m on it o rin g  a rou n d  a  

c rit ica l in fra st ru c t u re
• En h a n ce d  ch a n g e  d e t e c t ion



EO in  t h e  Azo re s  - e xa m p le s

R
RIS

Honduras Gulf 2020/09/18

Post-disaster management

Long-term seasonal analysis

Honduras Gulf 2020

Download Sentinel-2

Atmospheric Correction

Masking

ML Classification

Simplified architecture

User
Inputs

POS2IDON was developed as part of LabPlas (H2020)
and applied during Azores EcoBlue (EEAGrants)

projects.

Sentinel-2A & B
2015-Present

290km swath @ 10, 20 & 60m
4-5 days’ revisit

13 bands (R,G,NIR)

Marine Debris Monitoring



EO in  t h e  Azo re s  - e xa m p le s Environmental Monitoring of Invasive Algae

8

Praia Pequena de Água d’Alto for 2021-04-25. Rugulopteryx okamurae
It is a species of brown seaweed native to the 
Pacific Ocean that mainly inhabits the coasts of 
Japan, China and Korea.

It was first discovered in 2002 in the 
Mediterranean Sea in the Thau coastal lagoon 
(Occitania, France) and then again in 2015 
along the southern side of the Strait of 
Gibraltar, where it was assigned with invasive 
status.

Sentinel-2A & B
2015-Present

290km swath @ 10, 20 & 60m
4-5 days’ revisit

13 bands (R,G,NIR)



EO in  t h e  Azo re s  - e xa m p le s ForestAz - Sentinel  data for forest monitoring in the Azores Islands
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EO in  t h e  Azo re s  p u b lic  se rvice s

La ck o f e xp e rt ise , a n d  re sou rce  con st ra in t s .

Low  t e ch n ica l ca p a c it y a n d  skills  w it h in  t h e  p u b lic  a d m in ist ra t ion  
fo r e ffe c t ive ly u t ilizin g  sa t e llit e  d a t a , in c lu d in g  d a t a  a n a lysis , 
in t e rp re t a t ion , a n d  in t e g ra t ion  in t o  d e c is ion -m a kin g  p roce sse s.

De sp it e  t h e  e xis t e n ce  o f R&D ca p a b ilit ie s , t h e re  h a s b e e n  n o  
s ig n ifica n t  le ve ra g e  o f t h e  p ilo t  so lu t ion s d e ve lop e d .

In e xist e n t  p la n  o r sp e c ific  s t ra t e g y t o  im p rove  com m u n ica t ion  a n d  
coop e ra t ion  b e t w e e n  t h e  g ove rn m e n t  d e p a rt m e n t s .



Azores

Ch a lle n g e s a n d  s t ra t e g y

Ad viso ry W orkin g  Grou p  fo r EO: AZ-EO Working Group

o Ne e d s a sse ssm e n t  a n d  s t a ke h o ld e r e n g a g e m e n t

o Ca p a c it y b u ild in g  a n d  t ra in in g

o In fra st ru c t u re  a n d  t e ch n o log y e n h a n ce m e n t

o In t e g ra t ion  o f sa t e llit e  d a t a  in t o  d e c is ion -m a kin g  p roce sse s

o P u b lic  a w a re n e ss  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t

o Colla b o ra t ion  a n d  p a rt n e rsh ip s

o P o licy a n d  re g u la t o ry fra m e w ork

o Mon it o rin g  a n d  e va lu a t ion

AMBITION

COLABORATION

TRAINING

ATTRACTIVENESS



Th a n k yo u  ve ry m u ch !
d u a rt e .n d .co t a @a zo re s .g ov.p t

sp a ce a zo re s .p t

“World’s Best Adventure Destination” 
by the 2023 World Travel Awards
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